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Village Church—Open and A�  rming—You are welcome here

Hands Across The Hills

Announcing on January 16, 11:00 AM to noon: A special zoom 
event connecting to Kentucky from Moving Forward for 

Racial Healing for Dr. King’s Day
For the second year four local churches will be holding a zoom 

to connect with people in Eastern Kentucky on Monday when 
Dr. King’s Birthday is celebrated on January 16th. � is is part of 
the Hands Across the Hills initiative that I’ve been part of for six 
years. Our Kentucky friends have been holding a breakfast on Dr. 
King’s Day for twenty years and they are contacting special speak-
ers from their region.

Our Kentucky contact Nell Fields reports that early that morn-
ing they will be holding a yearly march for racial justice in the 
capital of Letcher County—an area which was one of the hardest 
hit regions in the � ooding. 

An email will go out giving you the link where you’ll register 
in advance for the zoom link. For more information: contact Rev. 
Sarah Pirtle, (413) 625-2355 (no texts) or sarahpirtle@gmail.com

� is is a powerful holiday because it connects people across 
all faiths and spiritualities and joins us in common values. It’s an 
Interfaith Holiday. � e four churches that are part of this initia-
tive include Village Church, West Cummington, Plain� eld, and 
Ash� eld Congregational. 

� is time of year we also think of Kwanzaa. Dr. Karenga started 
Kwanzaa, the � rst Pan-African holiday in 1966 and he drew upon 
traditional African philosophy to select the seven organizing 
principles beginning with umoja (unity). � e � rst candle is for 
the imperative of the soul to widen our hearts. 

As to why this gathering with Kentucky has become so impor-
tant, Deborah Snow who participated in an earlier zoom of Mov-
ing Forward says, “Racism breaks the heart. � is is work of the 
heart.”

Gwen Johnson from Kentucky has spoken by zoom at the Vil-
lage Church and she echoes these words and hopes this year again 
many people from our communities will participate. Gwen has 
said that multi-racial work is important to her because, “It gave 
me something to carry in my heart. You see things through a dif-
ferent lens. I want others to  have this transformation that I have 
had.”

Quaker Meeting
� e Hilltown Friends’ Meeting will be on Sunday 22 January 

(the 4th Sunday of the month) at 10 AM at � e Village Church. 
We will have the air � lters on, but please wear a mask. N95 masks 
will be available for those who need one. We worship in silence 
unless the Spirit moves one to speak.

Tim Walter
Home:  413-634-8098
Cell:  413-441-3295

Childcare Funds Available
for Hilltown Families

The Hilltown Childcare Subsidy Program has funds available 
for families who need help paying for childcare.

Requirements for the program include: Residency: Families 
must live in Chester� eld, Cummington, Goshen, Peru, Plain� eld, 
Williamsburg, or Worthington. Income: Families must be low or 
moderate income. � e program coordinator will help the family 
determine their income bracket.

Work or School: All adults in the household must be working 
at least part time, be in school part time, or be in a job training 
program part time. Childcare Facility: � e daycare, preschool, 
or before–or after–school program must be licensed by the 
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, but can 
be located in any city or town. If the family 
quali� es for the program, they will pay no 
more than 10% of their annual household 
income on childcare. For more information, 
please visit www.hilltownvillage.org/childcare 
or email childcare@hilltownvillage.org.

To rent the church space for classes, concerts, meetings, etc., 
please call Scott at 413 320-6544. � e church charges a very 
nominal fee for upkeep & heat. We love having the building used!!

Friday Night Café
We’re back!   Spread the word! A� er the COVID shortened 

season in 2020 and outdoor summer seasons in 2021 and 2022, 
we will be back indoors at the church, with a twist...shows will 
take place in the Sanctuary. � e much loved, familiar Vestry space 
is too small to adequately address continuing concerns related to 
COVID, but in the Sanctuary we can spread out.

 � e new setting brings with it some changes: Food and drink 
are not allowed in the Sanctuary and we will not be setting up 
tables and chairs in the Vestry like the old days. However, we will 
have one snack table in the Vestry with warm cider and cookies, 
and we invite you to come by early (any time a� er 6:30) for a bit of 
“sound check socializing”. Seating: Every other pew will be closed 
to ensure some separation, and safely accommodate our audience. 
Masks are strongly encouraged. � e � rst show will be January 13 
from 7:00–9:00 and we are excited to have Dave Bartley’s Blue Jazz 
Ensemble launch the new season. Dave and his crew are terri� c 
musicians and they love playing at the cafe.

� e 2023 Friday Night Cafe takes place at the Village Church 
in Cummington on the second and fourth Friday of each month 
from January–June (Session 1) and again from September–
November (Session 2).

Once again brought to you by the friendly folks at the Village 
Church who believe music can be a powerful force for building 
community.

See you soon!

Support the Church

To contribute to the Village Church, click on the “Donate” 
button on our website https://cummingtonvillagechurch.org 

where you may donate electronically via PayPal or credit/debit 
card. Please also consider setting up recurring payments through 
your bank’s online banking service as this incurs no fees by the 
church. � ank you for helping support the Village Church 

Happy New Year!
May Yours be Happy and Fulfi lling!




